
2015 NIEHS/EPA Children's Centers Annual Meeting 

Oct. 29 - 30, 2015 

The Grand Hyatt Washington 

1000 H Street NW 

Washington, DC 20001 
Confirmed speakers for the 2015 NIEHS/EPA Children’s Centers annual meeting have 
been included below. The agenda is being updated regularly – so please check back! 

Day 1: Thursday, Oct. 29, 2015 

7:30 a.m. – 
8:30 a.m. Registration 

8:30 a.m. – 
9:15 a.m. 

Session 1 – Welcome and Introduction 
Linda Birnbaum, Ph.D., Director, National Institutes for Environmental Health 
Sciences  
Patrick Breysse, Ph.D., Director, NCEH/ATSDR, Centers for Disease Control 
Ruth Etzel, M.D., Ph.D., Director, Office of Children’s Health Protection, U.S. EPA 

Session Moderator:  
James H. Johnson, Ph.D., M.S., Director, National Center for Environmental 
Research, U.S. EPA 

9:15 a.m. – 
10:00 a.m. 

Session 2 – Keynote Speaker  
Gail Christopher, D.N., Vice President of Policy and Senior Advisor, W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation 

Session Moderator:  
Kari Nadeau, M.D., Ph.D., Stanford University 

10:00 a.m. – 
10:30 a.m. 

Session 3 
Thomas Burke, Ph.D., Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of Research and 
Development (ORD), U.S. EPA 

10:30 a.m. – 
11:00 a.m. Break 

11:00 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. 

Session 4 – Social Determinants of Health 
Rosalind Wright, M.D., M.P.H., Mount Sinai Hospital 
Greg Diette, M.D., Johns Hopkins University 
Leslie Rubin, M.D., Morehouse School of Medicine 
Emmanuel Alcala, M.S., Central Valley Health Policy Institute 

Session Moderator: 
Andrew Geller, Ph.D., M.A., Deputy National Program Director, Sustainable and 
Healthy Communities Research Program, U.S. EPA 

12:30 p.m. – 
2:00 p.m. Lunch 



1:00 p.m. – 
1:50 p.m. 

Brownbag Lunch Session - Community Outreach and Translation 

Core Wilson/Roosevelt Room 

Moderators: 
Kelly Widener, Public Affairs Specialist, National Center for Environmental 
Research, U.S. EPA 
Virginia Guidry, Office of Communications and Public Liaison, National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences 

2:00 p.m. – 
2:30 p.m. 

Session 5 – Lifestage Approach to Prematurity 
Michael Lu, M.D., M.S., M.P.H., Heath Resources and Services Administration 

Session Moderator: 
Michael Hatcher, Ph.D., Chief, Environmental Health Branch, ATSDR, CDC 

2:30 p.m. – 
4:00 p.m. 

Session 6 – Neurodevelopmental Disorders 

Irva Hertz-Picciotto, Ph.D., M.A., M.P.H., University of California, Davis 
Susan Korrick, M.D., Harvard University 
Bradley S. Peterson, M.D., Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
Tracey Woodruff, Ph.D., M.P.H., University of California, San Francisco 

Session Moderator: 
Susan Schantz, Ph.D., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

4:00 p.m. – 
4:30 p.m. Break 

4:30 p.m. – 
5:30 p.m. 

Session 7 – Concurrent Sessions 

Session 7a– Obesity 

Maida Galvez, M.D., M.P.H., Mount Sinai Hospital 
Rob McConnell, M.D., University of Southern California 
Karen Peterson, Sc.D., University of Michigan 

Session Moderator: 
Dana Dolinoy, Ph.D., University of Michigan 

Session 7b – Exposome 
 
Elaine M. Faustman, Ph.D., University of Washington 
Dean P. Jones, Ph.D., Emory University 
Stephen M. Rappaport, Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley 

Session Moderator: 
Claudia Thompson, Ph.D., National Institutes of Environmental Health Sciences 

Session 7c – Reproductive Health 
Susan Buchanan, M.D., M.P.H., University of Illinois at Chicago 
John Meeker, Sc.D., C.I.H., University of Michigan 
Marya Zlatnik, M.D., University of California, San Francisco 

Session Moderator: 
Tracey Woodruff, Ph.D., M.P.H., University of California, San Francisco 

5:30 p.m. – 
7:00 p.m. Poster Session 



Day 2: Friday, Oct. 30, 2015 

7:30 a.m. – 
8:30 a.m. 

Coffee with Dr. Sally Darney, Editor-in-Chief, Environmental Health 

Perspectives 

8:30 a.m. – 
9:30 a.m. 

Session 8 - Keynote Speaker 
Bruce Lanphear, M.D., M.P.H., Simon Fraser University 

Session Moderator: 
Margaret Karagas, Ph.D., Dartmouth College 

9:30 a.m. – 
10:20 a.m. 

Session 9a – Community Outreach and Research Translation, Part I 
Sally Perreault Darney, Ph.D., National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
Jennifer Lowry, M.D., Children’s Mercy Hospital 
Carolyn Murray, M.D., M.P.H., Dartmouth College 
Patrice Sutton, M.P.H., University of California, San Francisco 

Session Moderator: 
Catherine Karr, Ph.D., M.D., M.S., University of Washington 

10:20 a.m. – 
10:50 a.m. Break 

10:50 a.m. – 
11:50 a.m. 

Session 9b– Community Outreach and Research Translation, Part II 
Mark Miller, M.D., M.P.H., University of California, San Francisco 
Susan Murphy, Ph.D., Duke University 

Session Moderator: 
Catherine Karr, Ph.D., M.D., M.S., University of Washington 

11:50 a.m. – 
1:15 p.m. Lunch 

12:20 a.m. – 
1:05 p.m. 

Brownbag Lunch Session with Linda Birnbaum and Ruth Etzel 

1:15 p.m. – 
2:45 p.m. 

Session 10 – Emerging Topics in Children’s Health  
Kathleen Alexander, Ph.D., D.V.M., Virginia Tech 
Laura Anderko, PhD., M.S., R.N., Georgetown University 
Gary Ginsberg, Ph.D., Yale University 
Katie Huffling, R.N., M.S., C.N.M., Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 
De-Kun Li, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., Kaiser Permanente Division of Research 
Allison Sylvetsky, Ph.D, George Washington University 
Perry Sheffield, M.D., Mount Sinai Hospital 
Nsedu Witherspoon, M.P.H., Children’s Environmental Health Network 

Session Moderator: 
Carl Baum, M.D., M.Sc., Yale University 

2:45 p.m. – 
3:45 p.m. 

Session 11 – Next Steps for Collaboration between the Children’s 

Environmental Health Centers and the Pediatric Environmental Health 

Specialty Units 



Ruth Etzel, M.D., Ph.D., Director, Office of Children’s Health Protection, U.S. EPA 
Catherine Metayer, M.D., Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley 
Sheela Sathyanarayana, M.D., M.P.H., University of Washington 

Session Moderator: 
Kimberly Gray, Ph.D., National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 

3:45 p.m. – 
4:30 p.m. 

Session 12 - Keynote Speaker 
Leonardo Trasande, M.D., New York University 

Session Moderator: 
Frederica Perera, Ph.D., M.P.H., Columbia University 

4:30 p.m. Closing Remarks and Adjourn 

 


